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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, PINT. PO 

SUB J : COUNCIL OF MINISTERS COMMUNIQUE BLASTS PRESS 
IRRESPONSIBILITY 

REF: LISBON 1186 

1. COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MAR. 4 ORDERED ALL MEDIA 
"OBLIGATORILY TO CARRY” TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE DENOUNCING 
"IRRESPONSIBILITY" OF PRESS IN PRINTING STORIES LIKE ONE 
THAT APPEARED IN A CAPITAL MAR 3 CALLING AMBASSADOR AND DCM 
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2 COMMUNIQUE APPEARED IN ALL MORNING DAILIES MAR 5 
AND WAS READ IN ITS ENTIRETY ON 8:00 A.M. RADIO NEWSCASTS. 

3. FULL TEXT COMMUNIQUE AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN QUOTE: 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS DISTRIBUTED YESTERDAY, THROUGH 
THE MINISTRY OF MASS COMMUNICATIONS, A COMMUNIQUE BEING 
INNER QUOTE TO BE DISSEMINATED OBLIGATORILY THROUGH THE 
ORGANS OF INFORMATION END INNER QUOTE, REGARDING AN ARTICLE 
PUBLISHED BY THE AFTERNOON DAILY A CAPITAL. 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THAT COMMUNIQUE: 

BEGIN INNER QUOTE. THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, IN ITS 
SESSION OF MARCH 4, 1975, TOOK COGNIZANCE OF AN ARTICLE 
PUBLISHED IN THE EDITION OF LAST MONDAY,MARCH 4, IN THE 
DAILY A CAPITAL WITH THE TITLE BEING QUOTE CIA PLANS A 
COUP D'ETAT IN PORTUGAL BEFORE THE END OF MARCH END QUOTE. AN 
ARTICLE LATER ECHOED IN OTHER NEWSPAPERS. 

ALTHOUGH THE ARTICLE IN QUESTION IS A TRANSLATION OF 
TWO ARTICLES RECENTLY PUBLISHED IN A GERMAN MAGAZINE, 

THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT BUT LAMENT THE IRRESPONSIBILITY REVEALED 
IN THE PROPAGATION OF SPECULATIVE HYPOTHESES WHICH, AND IN THIS 
LIES THE GRAVITY, BRING INTO QUESTION MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT 
AND DIPLOMATIC INSTITUTIONS ACCREDITED IN PORTUGAL. 

THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THAT IOURNALISTIC INITIATIVES 
OF THIS NATURE IN NO WAY CONTRIBUTE TO INFORMING PUBLIC 
OPINION OR TO ALERTING THE PEOPLE S VIGILANCE, LEADING ON 
THE CONTRARY TO ENCOURAGING AN ATMOSPHERE OF ALARM, DISCREDIT 
AND MISTRUST WHICH ONLY EMBARRASSES THE GOVERNMENT. 

IN THIS CONTEXT THE GOVERNMENT HOPES THAT INFORMATION 
ORGANS WILL TAKE THE GREATEST PRECAUTIONS IN CASES OF THIS 
NATURE SEEKING REALLY TO SERVE THE PEOPLE WITH GREATER TRUTH 
AND OBJECTIVITY AND AVOIDING FANCIFUL AND DIVISIONIST 
SPECULATIONS SO OFTEN THE INGENIOUS PRODUCT OF 
MANIPULATIONS CONTRARY TO THE NATIONAL INTEREST. END QUOTE. 

4. COMMENT :EMB ASS Y DID NOT STIMULATE COMMUNIQUE. GERMAN 
EMBASSY TELLS US THEY ALSO DID NOT PROD GOP. HOWEVER, 
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